Professional English-2
Module 4
Reading, Summarising, Paraphrasing, and Short Academic Writing
Bu modülde öğrenciler yazılım mühendisliği bağlamında okunan teknik ve yarı-akademik metinleri ana fikirlerine ayırmayı, not çıkarmayı, özetlemeyi, paraphrase etmeyi ve kısa, kontrollü akademik paragraflar yazmayı öğrenecektir. Amaç uzun serbest yazı üretmek değil; bir kaynaktan bilgi alıp bunu daha açık, daha düzenli ve daha akademik biçimde aktarmaktır.
Bu modülde işlenecek temel konular şunlardır:
· finding key points
· note-making
· summary vs paraphrase
· avoiding plagiarism
· source-based short writing
· general-specific paragraph
· problem-solution paragraph
· linking words and cautious language

Lesson 1
Reading Skills for Technical and Academic Texts
1) Finding Key Points
Bir metindeki her cümle aynı derecede önemli değildir. Öğrenci önce şu sorulara cevap aramalıdır:
· Metnin ana konusu nedir?
· Yazarın temel iddiası nedir?
· Hangi cümleler destekleyici ayrıntıdır?
· Hangi örnekler ana fikri açıklamak için verilmiştir?
2) What to underline?
Öğrenci her şeyi değil, sadece şunları işaretlemelidir:
· main idea
· key terms
· cause / effect relations
· problem / solution expressions
· comparison signals
· important numbers or facts
3) Note-making
İyi not çıkarma, metni kopyalamak değildir. Notlar:
· kısa olmalıdır
· anahtar kelimeler içermelidir
· öğrencinin kendi düzenini yansıtmalıdır
· tam cümle olmak zorunda değildir
4) Summary vs Paraphrase
Summary
· daha kısadır
· sadece ana fikirleri verir
· ayrıntıları azaltır
Paraphrase
· yaklaşık aynı bilgi miktarını korur
· farklı kelime ve yapı kullanır
· anlamı değiştirmez
5) Basic warning: Avoiding plagiarism
Aşağıdakiler doğru değildir:
· Metni birkaç kelime değiştirerek kopyalamak
· Kaynağın cümlesini kendi cümlesi gibi sunmak
· Teknik açıklamayı aynen alıp kaynak göstermemek
Doğru yaklaşım:
· ana fikri anlamak
· kitaba bakmadan yeniden yazmak
· gerekiyorsa source expression kullanmak
· The text explains that ...
· According to the passage, ...
· The author argues that ...




Lesson 2
Reading 1: Technical Debt
Technical debt refers to the long-term cost of choosing a quick or limited solution instead of a cleaner and more sustainable one. Teams sometimes take this shortcut because of deadlines, resource limitations, or changing requirements. In the short term, the decision may help the project move faster. However, over time, technical debt can make testing harder, increase bug frequency, and slow down new feature development. For this reason, many teams try to manage technical debt through refactoring, documentation, and better design decisions.
Quick check (True / False)
1. Technical debt always saves time in the long term.
2. Deadlines may lead teams to take shortcuts.
3. Technical debt can make new development slower.
4. Refactoring can help manage technical debt.
Comprehension (short)
1. What is technical debt?
2. Name two reasons why teams create technical debt.
Multiple Choice
1. Technical debt usually begins when teams
A) design better tests
B) choose a quick solution
C) stop writing code
D) change company logos
2. Which of the following may increase because of technical debt?
A) bug frequency
B) office temperature
C) internet speed
D) customer age
3. Which action may reduce technical debt?
A) ignoring documentation
B) deleting all tests
C) refactoring
D) skipping design review
Translation Practice
Translate into Turkish.
1. Technical debt is the long-term cost of a quick solution.
2. Short deadlines may push teams toward weaker design choices.
3. Over time, technical debt can slow feature development.
4. Refactoring is one way to manage technical debt.
Translate into English.
1. Teknik borç, hızlı bir çözümün uzun vadeli maliyetidir.
2. Zaman baskısı ekipleri kısa yollara itebilir.
3. Teknik borç hata sayısını artırabilir.
4. Yeniden düzenleme teknik borcu azaltmaya yardımcı olabilir.

Reading 2: Observability
Observability is the ability to understand what is happening inside a software system by examining its outputs, such as logs, metrics, and traces. It is especially important in distributed systems, where problems may appear across many services at the same time. With strong observability practices, teams can detect incidents faster, identify root causes more accurately, and reduce downtime. Observability does not replace testing or monitoring, but it strengthens incident response and helps engineers make better operational decisions.
2-minute task (Skimming)
Underline words related to:
· diagnosis
· operations
· system outputs
Comprehension (short)
1. What is observability?
2. Why is it important in distributed systems?
Match (Role vs. Responsibility)
Write O (Observability-related) or N (Not related).
1. Analyzing logs and traces
2. Identifying root causes
3. Designing poster graphics
4. Supporting incident response
Reading 3: API Documentation
Good API documentation helps developers understand how to use a service correctly and efficiently. It usually explains endpoints, request formats, parameters, authentication rules, status codes, and common error responses. Clear documentation reduces confusion, speeds up integration, and lowers support costs. Poor documentation, by contrast, can lead to incorrect requests, security mistakes, and repeated questions from users. For this reason, API documentation is not only a writing task but also a quality and usability task.
Quick check (True / False)
1. API documentation only describes endpoint names.
2. Good documentation can reduce support costs.
3. Poor documentation may lead to security mistakes.
4. API documentation is unrelated to usability.
Comprehension (short)
1. Name three things that API documentation usually includes.
2. Why is API documentation also a quality task?

Lesson 3
Language Focus for Source-Based Writing
1) Useful reporting verbs
· explains
· describes
· argues
· states
· suggests
· highlights
· compares
· shows
Examples
· The text explains how CI reduces integration problems.
· The author suggests that weak documentation increases user error.
· The passage highlights the role of logs and metrics.

2) Academic caution (hedging)
Akademik yazıda her şey kesinmiş gibi yazılmaz. Özellikle teknik yorumlarda dikkatli dil kullanılır.
Useful forms:
· may
· can
· may help
· appears to
· tends to
· is likely to
· can lead to
Examples
· Technical debt may slow development over time.
· Weak observability can lead to longer outages.
· Code review appears to improve knowledge sharing.

3) Linking words
	Function
	Linking words

	Addition
	in addition, moreover, furthermore

	Cause / Effect
	because, therefore, as a result, for this reason

	Contrast
	however, in contrast, while

	Example
	for example, for instance, such as

	Sequence
	first, next, finally



4) General-specific writing
Bir paragraf genelden başlayıp daha özel ayrıntılara geçebilir.
Example structure
1. General statement
2. Explanation
3. More specific detail
4. Example
5. Short closing sentence

Model
Software documentation is an important part of software quality. It helps developers, testers, and users understand how a system works. In API projects, documentation usually explains endpoints, parameters, authentication, and error codes. For example, a clear error-response section can help developers fix integration problems more quickly. As a result, strong documentation improves both usability and maintainability.
5) Problem-solution writing
Bu yapı teknik konular için çok uygundur.
Basic pattern
1. Situation
2. Problem
3. Solution
4. Result / evaluation
Model
Modern software systems often depend on many external libraries. This creates a problem because outdated dependencies may include known vulnerabilities. One solution is to use dependency scanning tools and regular update policies. As a result, teams can reduce security risk and respond faster to newly reported issues.


